September 2, 1984 



Mr. Harold Weisberg 
Route 12, Old Receiver Rd, 

Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Dear Mr. V/eisbergi 

I am writing to inform you of plans to initiate a scholarly 
journal on the JFK assassination, to be called The Third Decade. 

A prospectus for this journal is attached. I would, of course, 
be delighted to have your involvement in the enterprise in any 
way you might see fit. I am well aware that, beyond your invaluable 
publications on the subject, you have maintained over the years 
an enormous file of FOIA-released documents. It occurs to me that 
you must have learned an immense amount of new information on the 
subject, much of which has never, to my knowledge, been published 
or otherwise made accessible to other researchers. I hope you would 
see The Third Decade as one opportunity to disseminate some of 
your learning. 

A few years ago, when I was first learning a little bit about 
the JFK assassination, we had a phone conversation in which you 
gave me several leads for my study that turned out to be quite 
fruitful. (In particular, I have made much use of your suggestion 
tha+ the DPD radio tapes require the closest scrutiny.) You also 
indicated that I was welcome to visit you in Maryland and make use 
of your files. I hope this invitation still stands. I do get to D.C. 
occasionally to work in the Archives, but so far I have not had 
time to make a side trip to Maryland. Early October of this year 
looks like a good possibility for a trip in that direction; perhaps 
I could see you then? 

I don't know whether you have seen any of the articles I have 
published in The Continuing Inquiry . In any event, I'm enclosing 
a copy of a paper, "Coordinating the Witnesses," that has not yet 
been published. Your own work on M.L. baker in Whitewash II influenced 
one aspect of the analysis • I would be most happy to have any of your 
comments on this paper or on any of my published articles. 

Sinqerely yours <9 

Jerry D. Rose 
*-27 Hamlet St. 

Fredonia, N.Y, 14063 



The Third Decade: 



a Journal of Research on the JFK Assassination 



In the twenty plus years since President Kennedy* s assassination, public 
comment on that event has evolved in a way that involves a rough 
characterization by decades. In the 10 years from 1963-1973 we had the massive 
investigation conducted by the Warren Commission and the development of an 
immense "critical" literature which challenged the Commission’s "lone assassin" 
conclusion about the event. The second decade, 1973-1983, began in a newly 
aroused state of popular and scholarly consciousness of the devious actions of 
governmental agents as symbolized in the Watergate affair. Out of Watergate 
and this new consciousness arose a demand for investigations of the operations 
of such agencies as the CIA and FBI, Investigations which produced almost 
incidental indications that these agencies may have had hitherto-concealed 
involvements In the Kennedy assassination. By the middle of that decade 
Congress was ready to support (without great enthusiasm) a re-investigation by 
its own Select Committee of the assassination of President Kennedy as well as 
that of Martin Luther King. After a few years of haggling about the 
half-hearted "probable conspiracy" conclusions of this committee, it seems 
that, by the time of the twentieth anniversary observances in November 1983, 
the public was generally content to consign the whole question to the graveyard 
of the great unsolved mysteries of human history. 

As we begin the third decade since the assassination, those with serious 
scholarly Interest in understanding the event seem to be facing a situation of 
mixed values with reference to their interests; there is good news and bad. 
The bad, of course, is that their interest in the subject cannot count on much 
in the way of moral support from their peers. Nor is there much realistic 
expectation that mainstream publishers of books and periodicals will be 
receptive to the publication of their research work. The subject is "passe" or 
the reputations of previous authors are too "disreputable" for establishment 
publishers to give manuscripts on the JFK assassination a fair consideration 
for publication. The real danger Is that "assassinology" as a serious 
scholarly discipline will become the province of "nuts" and "buffs," just as 
establishment defenders of government investigations have always accused all 
serious critics of being. 

There is a brighter side to this situation, and a side from which this 
enterprise. The Third Decade , proceeds. It may be that just the right amount 
of time has passed since the traumatic event that dispassionate and objective 
analysis of the crime (and the investigations thereof) is becoming a real 
possibility. The overwhelmingly polemical tone of nearly all preceeding 
analyses of the assassination is obvious to any longtime student. Not only 
have pro- and anti-Warren Commission analysts accused one another in terms that 
make epithets like "scavenger" and "prostitute" almost the politest things they 
have said about one another. Even among the erstwhile "critics," there has 
been a tendency to suspect and indeed to accuse one another of being 
"disinformation" agents if the information they are offering happens to 
disagree with the perspective of oneself. In the third decade of our study of 
the subject we shall hopefully outgrow this brawling stage of interaction among 
the assassination critics. As we begin to talk with and not past each other 
there may be a genuine hope that by our individual research efforts and by our 
discussion with one another of the results of these efforts, something like a 
collective accumulation of knowledge on the subject will ensue. 



This is, at least, the guiding motive behind The Third Decade . Manuscripts are 
solicited from any and all assassination scholars, whether they happen to have 
academic credentials or not, whether their perspectives on the event happen to 
agree with those of the editors. Manuscripts are evaluated on three criteria 
only: (a) whether they are relevant to the intentions of the journal: that is, 
whether they focus on some aspect of the JFK assassination and/or the 
investigations therof; (b) whether they contain adequate documentation for the 
assertions of fact that they contain; and (c) whether they involve original 
contributions in the form of newly-discovered facts and/or novel 
interpretations of already-known facts. After the selected manuscripts are 
published, it is expected that readers who wish to comment on them critically 
or by way of expansion on points made in the articles will make their comments 
either in separate articles or in the format of letters to the editor; whether 
these are published will depend on their meeting the same criteria outlined 
above. Authors will be given the opportunity to make published replies to 
these comments. In addition the editors may seek to publish, in whole or 
excerpted, material that already exists in unpublished form or in publications 
to which the reader would not normally have access. 
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The Third Decade will be published/monthly. Most large city public libraries 
and college and university libraries will be solicited as subscribers. The 
first issue of The Third Decade will be published in November, 1984. 

The founding editor of The Third Decade is Jerry D. Rose, Professor of 
Sociology, State University College, Fredonia, N.Y. In addition to teaching a 
course on the JFK assassination at his college. Professor Rose has corresponded 
widely with assassination researchers and has published seven articles in The 
Continuing Inquiry as well as a subject index to that newsletter. A number of 
other assassination researchers will serve as associate editors for The Third 
Decade. 



